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A portion of the profits from 
this book will be dedicated to 

helping programs and initiatives 
that prevent bullying  
and discrimination.

To learn more about the author  
and for additional resources to  

facilitate this critical discussion, 
please visit www.ettyburk.com.





How to Use the Book

To help facilitate the discussion on differences, 
we included feeling and thinking questions 

and a glossary to help younger readers.

Parents, caregivers, therapists, and educators 
can use this story and these questions for children of 
all ages in order to discuss the critical and sensitive 
areas of inclusion, belonging, and acceptance. 
Organizations can also use this story as a tool in  
their DEIB training.

An educational and training supplement is also 
available. It includes plans and activities to integrate 
this meaningful story into a social, emotional, inclusion, 
and anti-bullying curriculum. 

Please feel free to connect with Etty at  
www.ettyburk.com on how to include Aaron  
into your DEIB and anti bullying curriculum, or  
with any questions or for more information on  
the educational and training supplements. 

Etty looks forward to talking with parents, 
therapists, educators, as well as organizational 
leaders and trainers. She is available to facilitate 
sessions and discussions on belonging and 
acceptance. Etty can also customize plans to 
incorporate Aaron’s story into your school or 
educational system’s social cognition curriculum.





This book is dedicated to the  
Aaron in each of us.

Let ’s help them shine!
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Prologue

Once upon a time (and not too long ago), 
something incredible happened to forever 

change our small country of Premium…

“Hooray for Aaron the great! Our hero!”  
the crowds shouted. 

Rays of the bright, warm sun playfully skipped 
across the Premium crowds. Like tall stems of 
shiny amethysts, the perfect purple Premiums 
clapped and cheered.

“Aaron, you’re the best!” his friends called out. 

Aaron, round, small, and emerald green, 
proudly rode by in the special golden chariot. 

“What an awesome day for a grand parade!” 
Aaron exclaimed as he waved back at all the 
purple Premiums.

Passing by his parents, he heard them tell 
everyone around them, “Aaron is our son, 
and we are so proud!” 

The smell of freshly baked chocolate chip 
cookies and cotton candy filled the air. 
Aaron watched as colorful green and purple 
balloons lazily drifted across the clear,  
blue sky toward the—
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DON, DON, TELARUN! DON, DON, TELARUN! 
DON, DON! DON, DON!

Aaron lifted his heavy, sleepy head halfway up 
from his pillow as his get-me-up alarm clock rang.

DON, DON, TELARUN! DON, DON, TELARUN! 
DON, DON! DON, DON!

Rubbing his blue eyes, Aaron mumbled, “Alarm, 
turn off.” 

“I hate when I can’t finish a good dream,”  
he said while yawning. 

Aaron slowly got out of his purple bed and 
turned off his make-me-feel-safe night light.

“Not that I’m scared of the dark. It’s just nice 
to see stuff at night so I know there’s nothing 
unexpected there,” he said to himself.

As he washed up and got dressed, he hoped  
that his mom would tell him that they canceled 
school today.
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“Aaron, please hurry up or you will miss 
breakfast. You don’t want to be late for school,”  
his mom called out.

Aaron dragged his feet down the stairs and into 
the bright yellow and white kitchen.

“Mom, maybe school will be better today. Maybe 
someone will like me,” Aaron whispered. Aaron 
always hoped for better days in school, but they 
never seemed to come.

“You are perfect the way you are!” she told him 
as she gave him a big hug. 

Aaron smiled bravely as he headed to the door 
to catch the orange school airbus. On his way 
out, he made sure to grab an extra apple for his 
classmate Jessie. Sometimes Jessie didn’t bring 
lunch to school. Aaron hated to see his friend 
hungry and unhappy, so he always tried to bring 
him something to eat.
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ChapTER 1

Eight-year-old Aaron lives in the country of 
Premium on the planet of Astron.

Astron is part of the many planets and stars of 

the Harmonium Galaxy. Our planet is famous for 

the seven deep red moons that orbit it every month. 

Some say that Astron looks similar to planet Earth 

from the Milky Way Galaxy. Like Earth, Astron 

has large areas of land surrounded by bright blue 

pools of running water. Fields of different shades 

of green and many huge brown and gray mountains 

cover the planet. Premium is located in the southern 

hemisphere of our beautiful planet and is filled with 

warm, sunny days and cool, crisp nights.
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To Aaron, everyone around him was tall and 
purple, while he was small and green. Even his 
family members did not look like him. Aaron’s 
mom, dad, brother Bill, and sister Laura were all 
shades of violet and seemed as tall as young trees. 
They represented what was thought to be the best 
of Premium. 
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ChapTER 1

“There he goes,” his tall purple neighbors 
often said, shaking their lavender heads as Aaron 
passed them on the street.

“But Mom, why does he look like a little green 
ball?” asked some of the neighborhood children. 



AARON THE DIFFERENT

6

“Don’t talk so loudly. He might hear you. Try not 
to stare,” some of the Premium adults whispered to 
their children. 

Aaron became very sad and embarrassed when 
he heard what others said about him. But he tried to 
hold his head as high as he could and kept on going. 

In school, Aaron’s teacher was Mrs. Padlock.  
She was tall and purple with curly red hair.  

She was very proud to be a purple Premium.  

“Oh, there’s the round green one,” she said as 
Aaron walked in the room.  

Aaron rolled his eyes and went to his seat.  

“I remember when classrooms were properly 
purple,” she continued as she took attendance.

“This day does not look like it will be any better,” 
Aaron muttered to himself.
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ChapTER 1


